
Writer/Designer:
Chapter 1

What are Multimodal
Projects?

Multimodal definition:
how we combine
different ways of

communicating in
everyday life

New London Group:
collection of

educational and literacy
scholars; first to

promote concept of
multimodal literacies

Media: way in which
your text reaches your

audience (plural.
medium)

Afforances: difference
strengths and

weaknesses of media/
modes

Dependent on how
mode is used and it's

context

mash up of multiple
and mode (way of
communicating)

Text definition: piece of
communication as a

whole

Five Modes of
Communication

Linguistic

use of language
(written or spoken

words)

IE: BP Chairman
Svanberg using the

phrase "small people";
not a good choice of

language

Visual

use of images and/or
characteristics readers

see

color, layout, style, size,
perspective

IE: twitter feeds and
profiles

Aural

sound

music, sound effects,
silence, tone of voice,
volume, emphasis and

accent

IE: bald eagle screech at
end of Colbert Report

theme song

Spatial

physical arrangement'
why physical spaces
encourage certain

behaviors

IE: brochure with tabs

Gestural

movement and how it
makes meaning (body

language)

face-to-face
conversations, theatre

but also virtual
interactions on-screen;

important way of
connecting to others

IE: Katie Couric vs. Brian
Williams body language
at the opening of their

newscast


